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http://www.govmu.org/English/News/Pages/Prime-Minister-meets-Chagos-Refugees-Group-Leader-on-
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Prime Minister meets Chagos Refugees Group Leader on 
advisory opinion request procedure 

Date: October 31, 2017  
Domain:Judiciary; International Relations; Foreign 
Affairs  
Persona: Business; Citizen; Government; Non-Citizen  
   

GIS – 31 October, 2017: The Prime Minister, Minister 

of Home Affairs, External Communications and National 
Development Unit, and Minister of Finance and 
Economic Development, Mr. Pravind Kumar Jugnauth, 
had a working session yesterday with the Chairman and 
Leader of the Chagos Refugees Group, Mr Louis Olivier 

Bancoult, at the New Treasury Building in Port Louis.  

The meeting focused on joint efforts being undertaken at the International Court of Justice for 
Mauritius to effectively exercise its sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago and for the right of 
Mauritian citizens, including those of Chagossian origin, to return to and resettle in the Chagos 

Archipelago. 
  
In a statement following the meeting, Mr Bancoult said the meeting was very positive and cordial. 
Recalling the historic adoption on 22 June 2017 by the United Nations General Assembly of the 
resolution seeking International Court’s advisory opinion on pre-independence separation of 
Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius, Mr Bancoult pointed out that the working session reviewed the 
status regarding the presentations of written statements and comments to the International Court 

of Justice. The time-limit within which statements on the question may be presented to the Court 
has been set for 30 January 2018. 
  
According to Mr Bancoult, members of the Chagossian community are finalising their arguments on 
the violations of rights and sufferings endured in their deportation, and their statements will be 
ready by next week. He added that all submissions will be made in consultation with the 

Government.  
  
The Leader of the Chagos Refugees Group stated that the coordinated efforts of everyone, both 
the Government and the Chagossian community, are required for a positive outcome. 
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